
The Tacoma Daily Ledger on the Chinese Expulsion 
  

Grade level: 11th grade U.S. History Class 
Time: One 55-minute session 
 
Overview:  In this lesson plan, students will examine a series of articles from the Tacoma Daily 
Ledger. The Tacoma Daily Ledger was a local newspaper which ran during the time of the 
Tacoma’s 1885 Chinese expulsion. The Ledger’s editor, John Comerford, was one of 27 
individuals arrested for their role in the expulsion and used the Ledger as a means to promote 
anti-Chinese sentiment. The sample articles provided describe both the political and societal 
context behind the event. From these articles, students should be able to understand the reasons 
for the event as well as its larger impact. 
  
Learning Objectives: 

• Students will be able to understand the larger political context of the anti-Chinese 
sentiment in the Washington Territory. 

• Students will be able to identify some of the societal and economic justifications for the 
Chinese Expulsion. 

• Students will be able to examine the social dynamic within the city of Tacoma between 
its white and Chinese inhabitants.  

 
Materials: 

• One copy of both 10/7 “The Chinese Must Go” and 10/22 “The Chinese are Peaceably 
Going!” for each student.  

• One copy of each Daily Ledger article found under the Resources tab on the Tacoma 
Method Website chosen for this lesson plan. 

• A double-sided copy of the story map that accompanies this lesson for each student.  
• A computer with internet access, and a projector. 

  
Procedure:  

1. 5 Minutes: Before class, disperse copies of the “Chinese Must Go” advertisement and 
“The Chinese are Peaceably Going!” advertisement on each desk.  Have students write 
down their initial reactions to both pieces. 

2. 10 Minutes: Using a projector, utilize the resources available on the Tacoma Method 
website to provide a general overview of the event. The timeline provided in the 
expulsion tab may be particularly useful. 

3. 15 Minutes: Split students up into two sets of three groups (6 groups in total).  One set 
will focus on articles detailing the societal aspect of the event, while the other will focus 
on articles detailing the political aspects.  Each group will be assigned one to two articles 
to analyze with the attached worksheet. Upon receiving their articles, ask students to 
interrogate their sources. Some questions to consider asking include: Who wrote this 
piece? What biases and motivations may be present via the author(s)? What information 
can they gather from the location of their article(s) in the paper and the surrounding 
sources? Who is this piece written for? Which voices and opinions are being represented 
and what voices are absent? 

a. Political Set: 9/24, 9/30b, 10/3, 10/4, 10/16a  



b. Societal Set: 9/30c, 10/2, 10/16b, 10/16c, 10/22b  
4. 25 Minutes: Bring the class back together and have different groups summarize their 

article’s overarching details and themes. Guide students to an understanding of how their 
analysis ties into the overarching learning objectives. Note how multiple articles were 
printed in the same day’s paper. Bring in how a political and societal article (10/16a and 
10/16b) were printed on the same page. Have the class consider how this event was 
shaped by newspaper coverage. Lastly, ask students to consider how this event may have 
shaped the long-term trajectory of Tacoma’s history. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



Tacoma Daily Ledger: Story Mapping 

Title of Event Participants (who?) 
  

Where? When? Problem or Goal 
 

  

Significant Moments or Events Outcome, Consequences, and Effects 
  

 

Thoughts and Questions 
 



 


