
MOW LUNG
(page 2)
United States of America
Territory of Washington
County of King

In the matter of the expulsion of the Chinese from Tacoma Pierce County 
Washington Territory.

Mow Lung being first duly sworn in this oath deposeth and saith: 
My name is Mow Lung. I am a subject of the Chinese Empire, but now live in Victoria 
British Columbia, where I have loved since the expulsion of the Chinese from Tacoma. 
I came to Tacoma in the year 1875 and was engaged in business there continuously 
from that time until the Chinese were expelled from that city on the 3rd day November 
1885. I was in Tacoma on the 3rd day of November 1885, and saw the people of 
Tacoma drive the Chinese out from that place on that day. I was then engaged in selling 
Chinese merchandize in Tacoma.
Mow Lung is the name of my mercantile firm. My place of business was near the wharf 
in Tacoma, and I had been living and selling goods at that place
(page 3) 
for five years previous. I owned nine houses there, which I had built on land which I had 
permission from the Northern Pacific Rail Road Co. to occupy and for which I paid 
ground rent monthly at a rate of $20 per month. I let six of these houses to my tenants 
for which I was then receiving rent at the rate of $210 per month. 
I occupied three houses myself having one house for my family residence, one for my 
store, and one for storage. 

I occupied three houses myself, having one house for my family residence, one for my 
store, and one for storage.
On the 3d day of November at Tacoma I saw a mob of several hundred men on the 
street, they cam to my store and kicked off the door. They took hold of the Chinese that 
were in these houses, some of whom were Chinese women, including my wife, and 
pulled them out of the doors.
The mob drove the Chinese off towards Lake View. Some persons in the mob pointed 
pistols at the Chinese but did not fire any pistols.
The mayor of Tacoma, Mr Weisbach was there at the time with the mob. He came to my 
house and said I must go. This was Monday, afterwards that day he said I might stay till 
Wednesday, and on Wednesday I saw […] 
(page 4)
stay several days longer.
The mob forcibly took some of my goods away on the 3d day of November I do not 
know the value of the goods they took from me November 3d.
On Thursday the 6th day of November 1885 my buildings were all burned and all my 
goods in them were destroyed. The fire took place about half past ten a.m. I was inside 
my office at the time the fire was started in a Chinese restaurant near my houses, and 
the fire spread from that to my houses. I saw a good many white people there before 



the fire started. Many persons came to see it and some tried to keep the fire from 
burning the rail-road timbers by making connection with the water pipe by mean of 
hose. I did not any fire engines nor firemen on the ground at any time, and no one tried 
to put out the fire in my houses.
My loss in goods at the time and from the causes I have herein stated was $3.624.75, 
and my losses therefrom in buildings and wharf or piling $7.500. My houses therefrom 
in uncollected accounts […] 
(page 5)
(?) house $1.500. The entire amount of my loss by means of the unlawful acts of the 
people of Tacoma in expelling the Chinese, and in seizing and appropriating my goods, 
and in the burning of my houses furniture and clothing on the the dates named amounts 
to the sum of $21.424.75. I have forwarded a full statement of the aforesaid losses to 
the Chinese Consul General at San Fransisco Cal.
Mow Lung
[Chinese Signature]

Inbscribed and sworn to before me the 24th day of June, 1886
A. E. Hanford
Notary Public

Affidavit of Mow Lung No 1 
In the matter of the expulsion of the Chinese from Tacoma WT.

Transcribed by Cesare Bigolin



LUM MAY
(page 6)
United States of America.
Territory of Washington.
County of King.

In the matter of the expulsion of Chinese from Tacoma.

Lum May being first duly sworn on this oath deposeth and saith:
I was born in Canton China, and am a subject of the Chinese Empire. I am aged about 
51 years. I have been in America about eleven years and have been doing business in 
Tacoma for ten. My business there was that of keeping a dry goods, provision, medicine 
and general merchandise store. On the 3rd day of November I resided with my family in 
Tacoma on corner of Rail road street same little distance from China town. At the time I 
would say there were eight hundred or nine hundred Chinese persons in and about 
Tacoma who at that time were forcibly expelled by 
(page 7)
the white people of Tacoma. About 20 days previously to the 3rd of November a 
Committee of white persons waited upon the Chinese at their residences and ordered 
them to leave the city on the 3rd of November. I do not know the names of said white 
persons but would recognize their faces. The Committee consisted of 15 or 20 persons 
in the Committee who notified the Chinese to leave. I asked General Sprague and other 
Citizens of Tacoma for protection for myself and the Chinese people. The general said 
he would see and do what he could. All the Chinese after receiving notice to leave were 
frightened lest their houses should be blown up and destroyed. A rumour to that effect 
was in circulation. Many of them shut up their houses and tried to keep on the lookout.
About half past 9 o’clock in the morning of November 3, 1885 a large crowd of Citizens 
of 
(page 8)
Tacoma marched down to China town and told all the Chinese that the whole Chinese 
population of Tacoma must leave town by half past one o’clock in the afternoon of that 
day. There must have been in the neighborhood of 1000 people in the crowd of white 
people though I cannot tell how many. They went to all the Chinese houses and 
establishment and notified the Chinese to leave. Where the doors were locked they 
broke forcibly into the houses, smashing in doors and breaking in windows. Some of the 
crowd were armed with pistols, some with clubs. They acted in a rude boisterous and 
threatening manner, dragging and kicking the Chinese out of their houses. My wife 
refused to go and some of the white persons dragged her out of the house. From the 
excitement, the fright and losses we sustained through the riot she
(page 9)
lost her reason, and has ever since been hopelessly insane. She threatens to kill people 
with a hatchet or with any other weapon she can get hold of. The outrages I and my 



family suffered at the hands of the mob has utterly ruined me. I make no claims 
however, for my wife’s insanity or the anguish I have suffered. My wife was perfectly 
sane before the riot. I saw my country men marched out of Tacoma on November 3rd. 
They presented a sad spectacle. Some had lost their trunks, some their blankets, some 
were crying for their things. Armed white men were behind the Chinese on horse-back 
sternly urging them on. It was raining and blowing hard. On the 5th of November all the 
Chinese houses situated on the wharf were burnt down by incendiaries. I sustained the 
following losses through the riot to-wit
(page 10-12)
[list of goods]
(page 12)
A few of the Chinese merchants I among them were offered to remain in Tacoma for two 
days in order to pack up our goods or what was left of them. On the 5th of November, 
after the burning of the Chinese houses on the wharf I left Tacoma for Victoria where I 
have since resided.
I went back to Tacoma once under special permission in writing from the Mayor of the 
city, Mr. Weisbach, which I herewith submit:
(page 13)
Tacoma, W.T. April 22, 1866.

To whom this may concern.
Sam Hing wished to stop over until April 28. & I ask all citizen to let him pass 
unmolested & give him aid & assistance.
R Jacob Weisbach,
Mayor.
(page 14)
(page 15)
I only remained there 24 hours. No China man has been allowed to reside in Tacoma 
since November 3rd. Mayor Weisbach appeared to be one of the leaders of the mob on 
the 3rd of November. I spoke to him and told him that Mr. Sprague had said the Chinese 
had a right to stay and would be protected. He answered me: “General Sprague has 
nothing to say. If he says anything we will hang him or kick him. You get out of here.” I 
cried. He said I was a baby because I cried over the loss of my property. He said: “ I told 
you before you must go, and I mean my word shall be kept good.
I desire to add to this that the loss of goods and business were the losses of the firm of 
Sam Heing & Co. of which I was the senior member, my partner being Tak Nam […]
(page 16)
now in Portland, Oregon. We had transacted business as partners under the name of of 
Sam Heing & Co. at Tacoma since 1876 or thereabouts. It is ten years since we began 
business there.
Lum May [Chinese signature]
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 3rd day of June, A.D. 1886.
[Signature]
Notary Public

In the Matter of the Expulsion of Chinese from Tacoma



Affidavit of Lum May
(page 17)
Territory of Washington
County of King

On this 3rd day of June A.D. 1886 before me, N. Söderberg, a Notary Public in and for 
said county and territory, duly authorized by law to administer oaths, personally 
appeared Lum May, a China man over the age of twenty one years well known to me as 
the person who subscribed the forgoing affidavit and as a person of responsibility fully 
entitled to credit who being by me first solemnly sworn according to law upon his oath 
says that the statements in the forgoing affidavits by him subscribed are true. I further 
certify that I am not interested in the said claims or any part thereof, either directly nor 
indirectly in witness whereof have hereunto affixed my hand and official seal at Seattle 
in said County this 3rd day of June, A.D. 1886.
N. Söderberg
Notary Public

(page 18)
Seattle W.T.
June 2nd 1886

This is to certify that I have this day carefully examined the info of Lum Y who was 
driven out of Tacoma last November and from a careful examination and all other 
evidence I have been able to obtain I am satisfied that her present insanity is due to the 
experiences […] had by her — when driven out of Tacoma. Most of the delusions were 
entertained by her relate to that experience.
Thomas [last name]
M.D.
(page 19)
Affidavit of Lum May No 2 in the Matter of the Expulsion of the Chinese from Tacoma. 
Affidavit of Lum May

Transcribed by Cesare Bigolin



KWOK SUE
(page 20)
United States of America.
Washington Territory.
King County.

Kwok Sue being first duly sworn on his oath deposith and saith:
I was born in China and am a subject of the Emperor of China. I have resided in the 
United States 21 years. I am a merchant dealing in general merchandise, dry goods, 
medicines, provisions and all kinds of silks, also in wines. I have also been a contractor 
furnishing all kinds of Chinese labor during the times I have resided in Tacoma. I had 
carried on the business of a merchant and contractor for about 6 years before 
November 3. I had resided there 12 years.
About 20 days before the 3rd of November last a crowd of white men numbering 15 or 
20 came down to Chinatown in Tacoma and notified all the 
(page 21)
Chinese inhabitants of the city to leave Tacoma before the 3rd of November. They said 
that the Knights of Labor and all the people wanted the Chinamen to go. They said that 
they were sent by the Knights of Labor to notify us to leave. The result of this notice was 
that about 200 Chinamen became frightened and left town before the 3rd of November. 
The reason they were frightened was because the parties who notified us to go said if 
the Chinese did not leave they were going to cut their throats, kill them, and destroy 
their property. At that time there was about 1100 Chinamen in and about Tacoma. On 
the 3rd day of November there was probably 800 or 900 Chinamen in town. I went and 
asked General Sprague Mr. Fife, a merchant and Mr. Anderson, land agent of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad at Tacoma what was left to do. 
(page 22)
They said: “this business is nothing but talk. The Government will take care of you. Go 
and behave yourselves, attend to your business and everything will be all right.
On the 3rd of November about half past 9 o’clock in the morning about 1,000 people 
most of the white residents of Tacoma came down to Chinatown down on the wharf and 
said that the Chinamen must leave by half past one in the afternoon. They went into all 
the Chinese houses (there were about 11 or 12 in that locality). They then went away. At 
about 1:30 p.m. of the same day a large riotous gathering of white persons returned to 
China town and expelled the Chinese, breaking open the houses where the doors were 



locked. Some of the mobbed clubs in their hands, some were armed with pistols. The 
Chinese became thoroughly frightened. […] 
(page 23)
Some of the mob went upstairs in the Chinamen’s buildings, broke the windows and 
destroyed articles of furniture. My house being on the water front some of the rioters 
came in a boat invaded my house, took a great many of my goods and carried them into 
the boat. They also put me out of the house. The wind was blowing a gale. It was 
raining hard. Some of the Chinese lost their trunks, some their blankets. Many were 
crying. A great number of white men, some of whom were on horseback, had pistols 
and clubs and thus armed they drove the Chinese from their quarters and marched 
them out of town. Two of the Chinese were seriously ill when they were dragged out of 
their homes by the crowd. These two afterwards died of exposure and excitement out of 
the road about 8 miles from Tacoma where they had fallen down unable
(page 24)
to walk further. The Chinese people were driven out like a herd of cattle, a large crowd 
following them out of town. I went to the Sheriffs office and asked permission to remain 
in town three days to pack my my goods, but he would not allow me to stay longer than 
48 hours. When I came back to my store I found that half of my goods were gone, also 
$360 I had in my safe had been stolen. I believe white men stole it. I never recovered 
either goods or money. Every Chinese house in town was treated the same way. About 
11 o’clock p.m. of the same day the mob drove the Chinese out of old Tacoma, a place 
situated about half a mile from Tacoma. They also set fire to the Chinese buildings in old 
Tacoma using coal oil to ignite them. On the 5th of November about 2 o’clock a.m. the 
Chinese houses on the wharf in new Tacoma were burnt down by the mob of white 
men. 
(page 25)
Under the permission granted me by the Sheriff giving me 48 hours to remain in the city 
[…] to my store with two Chinese. I packed my what was left of my goods. About half 
past 9 o’clock in the evening of the 3rd of November 30 or 40 white men came into the 
house and asked who was the boss. I told them I was. Four or five of them pulled their 
pistols out of their pockets and said “You are a son of a bitch. You must get our of here 
the house.” I told them, “Gentlemen give me the time that the Sheriff has allowed me, 
the 48 hours.” They said: “We have no time to give you. You should have gone about 
half past one to-day.” I then became frightened, left went away and went out into the 
Country about a mile and a half from town to an Indian Agency, where I remained till the 
5th when I saw the fire of the burning Chinatown. My 
(page 26)
store was burnt with the rest of the Chinese buildings. I left on the 6th on the train for 
Portland. The two Chinamen I took with me when I went to pack my things in my store 
sleep in my store in Chinatown. They were afterwards put in jail having been arrested 
on a charge of arson in having set fire to Chinatown, but on examination before the 
Magistrate they were released and also left for Portland. 
The following is a just and true statement of my losses resulting from the losses by the 
riot:

[list of goods]



(page 27)
I filed this same account with Col. Bee, Chinese Consult in San Francisco Cal. some 
time ago.
I know Lung May and his family. His wife became insane 5 or 6 days after the riot in 
Tacoma and is now insane, being afflicted with a homicidal mania.

In regard to some of my losses I am unable to furnish an accurate statement in detail 
owing to some of my books and papers having been destroyed or stolen by the mob. I 
am able, however 
(page 28)
to say that I have no overstated my losses, but on the contrary understated the same.
Kwok Sue [Chinese signature]
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 3rd day of June, A.D. 1886.
N. Söderberg
Notary Public.

Territory of Washington
County of King
On this 3rd day of June A.D. 1886 before me, N. Söderberg, a Notary Public in and for 
said county and territory, duly authorized by law to administer oaths, personally 
appeared Kwok Sue, a China man over the age of twenty one years well known to me 
as the person who subscribed the forgoing affidavit and as a person of responsibility 
fully entitled to credit who being by me first solemnly sworn according to law upon his 
oath says that the statements in the forgoing affidavits by him subscribed are true. I 
further certify that I am not interested in the said claims
(page 29)
or any part thereof, either directly nor indirectly in witness whereof have hereunto 
affixed my hand and official seal at Seattle in said County this 3rd day of June, A.D. 
1886.
N. Söderberg
Notary Public

[Affidavit of] Kwok Sue No. 3.
In the Matter of the Expulsion of Chinese from Tacoma.
Affidavit of Kwok Sue

Transcribed by Cesare Bigolin



SING LEE
(page 30)
United States of America
Territory of Washington
County of King

In the matter of the expulsion of the Chinese from Tacoma Pierce County 
Washington Territory.

Sing Lee having been first by me duly sworn on his oath deposeth and saith:
My name is Sing Lee. I am 51 years of age and a citizen of the Chinese Empire. China 
is my native Country. I arrived in 
(page 31)
Port Townsend, Washington Territory in 1858, since which time I have made 
Washington Territory my home. On the 3rd day of November last I was engaged in 
business at Tacoma, W. T. as a contractor and merchant. I was in Victoria, British 
Columbia at the time of the Expulsion of the Chinese from Tacoma, but my family were 
in Tacoma. Tacoma was my home. I received a telegraphic despatch to come and get 
my wife at Port Townsend W. T. whether she had fled from the mob I do not know of my 
own knowledge what happened at the time of the riot in Tacoma, all I can state is what I 
learned from my white and my countrymen. On November 3, 1885 I had a brick yard at 
Tacoma. I also had a farm of 160 acres of land about 18 miles from Tacoma in the 
vicinity of Hillhurst. The farm cost me $4200 besides about $300 I have expended upon 
the farm since I bought it in ditching and otherwise improving the land. I had been 
absent from Tacoma 3 months at the time of the riot. I have not been on my farm for six 
months. My wife informs me that I sustained the losses set forth in the following paper in 
the riot of November 3, 1885 at Tacoma or as a direct result of said riot, to-wit.
(page 32)
[List of Goods]

In regards to some of my losses it is impossible to make an accurate statement in detail 
owing to the fact of my books and vouchers being destroyed or stolen by the mob.
(page 33)
I had a clerk in Tacoma, as the time of the riot who had charge of my business. He is 
now in Victoria, B.C. sick and unable to come here to testify. In January 1886 I 
presented a claim for the foregoing losses signed by myself and wife to Col. Bee 
Chinese Consul at San Francisco, California. All the articles and things, (CHOSES IN 
ACTION & C. ?) set forth in said list of losses belonged to me. Every change made in 
said list is the reasonable and just. I lost a great many articles in said riot which are not 
mentioned or included in said list.

I know Lung May and his wife. She became insane a few days after the riot and 
is now a raving maniac. I think her insanity was produced by the excitement, grief and 
losses sustained by her husband, who was financially ruined by the riot.

Sing Lee [Chinese signature]
Subscribed […] 



(page 34)
and sworn to before me this third day of June, A.D. 1886.

N. Söderberg
Notary Public

In the Matter of the Expulsion of Chinese from tacoma

Affidavit of Sing Lee

(Page 35)
Territory of Washington, King County. On this 3rd day of June A.D. 1886 before me, N. 
Söderberg, a Notary Public in and for said county and territory, duly authorized by law to 
administer oaths, personally appeared Sing Lee, a China man over the age of twenty 
one years well known to me as the person who subscribed the forgoing affidavit and as 
a person of responsibility fully entitled to credit who being by me first solemnly sworn 
according to law upon his oath says that the statements in the forgoing affidavits by him 
subscribed are true. I further certify that I am not interested in the said claims or any 
part thereof, either directly nor indirectly in witness whereof have hereunto affixed my 
hand and official seal at Seattle in said County this 3rd day of June, A.D. 1886.
N. Söderberg
Notary Public
(page 36)

Affidavit of Sing Lee No.4
In the Matter of the Expulsion of Chinese from Tacoma
Affidavit of Sing Lee

Transcribed by Cesare Bigolin



N.W. GOW
(page 37)
United States of America
Territory of Washington
County of King

In the matter of the expulsion of the Chinese from Tacoma Pierce County W. T. 
November 3d 1885

N.W. Gow being duly sworn deposits and says: My name is N.W. Gow. I am a subject of 
the Chinese Empire, and am now residing in Portland Oregon, where I have resided 
since the expulsion of the Chinese from Tacoma. I came to Tacoma and engaged in 
business as a merchant in October 1884 and was so engaged there on the 3d day of 
November 1885. Sometime in the month of October 1885, written notices were placed 
in the houses occupied by Chinese in Tacoma notifying them to leave Tacoma on the 
1st day of November. I saw such notice. It was not signed. I would be able to recognize 
the man who left the notice.

I was in Tacoma on the 3d day of November 1885, and saw the people of 
Tacoma drive the Chinese out of that place in that day. A few Chinese merchants were 
allowed to remain for three or four days, because they
(page 38)
had some goods which they were allowed to pack up and remove. I was one of those 
merchants who remained several days longer or until the 9th of November.

I am partner in the Firm of Ame Chang & Co, which was then doing business as 
merchants in Tacoma. Our place of business was on “C” street near the “Ledger” Office. 
On the 3d day of November 1885 I was in my store in tacoma, and there saw a large 
mob of white men in the street both in front and back of my store, and they threw my 
goods and my trunk and my treasures out the treasures in the street. The other Chinese 
in my store were driven out. I staid there to hold my goods.

I saw the mob strike the Chinese, but they did not hurt them much.
 Some of the mob had pistols, which they pointed at the Chinese but did not 

shoot. The mob put many of my things on wagons and carried them away. I did not 
recover my goods.

There were five or six wagons filled with my goods and with the blankets of the 
men who lived up stairs 
(page 39)
in my store. I had fitted up the same up stairs and had rented them to Chineses.

 The value of the goods taken by the mob from my store in tacoma in the 3d day 
of November 1885 was about Twenty five hundred (2500) Dollars.

Besides this I lost considerable money in my trunk which was then taken. My 
trunk was my safe and was worth about $15.00. I had about Twenty eight hundred 
(2800) Dollars in money and some jewelry consisting of my watch, and my rings, 



altogether worth about Two hundred + fifty dollars. All of which was then taken by the 
mob and not recovered by me. I also lost my books of account in which I had various 
sums charged to my customers, which I estimate amount to Five thousand (5000) 
Dollars. I lost the improvements I had made on the building worth Five hundred (500) 
Dollars.

Though the building was not destroyed I suffered damage by the loss of my 
business which I estimate at Two thousand (2000) Dollars.

I have sent a full statement of my entire loss to the Consul General of San 
Francisco. It amounted 
(page 40)
in all to Thirteen thousand + sixty five ($13.065.00) Dollars. I went away from Tacoma to 
Portland on the 9th of November 1885. I took with me what goods I had left, amounting 
in value to about Six hundred (600) Dollars.

I estimate that there were about three (300) hundred Chinese in Tacoma on the 
morning of November 3d 1885, and all, except a few merchants, were driven on foot out 
to Lake View, which place was about eight miles distant from Tacoma. 

The weather was very stormy and it rained hard, some of the Chinese driven out 
were sick. I hired a carriage and went out to Lake View on the night of nov 3d, the day 
the Chinese were driven out, I took about $ 2.00 worth of bread out to find some of the 
Chinese who were my relatives.

I was out at Lake view about nine (9) o’clock that evening. The Chinese who had 
been driven out from Tacoma were there. They were cold and wet. Some of them were 
under a shed. Others were without any shelter at all. 

I saw there at Lake View about fifty or sixty white men, some of them on horse-
back, who belonged to the 
(page 41)
mob I saw that some of them were armed with guns. They appeared to be guarding the 
Chinese. They let me go back to Tacoma with my carriage.

 Since I left Tacoma on the 9th of November I have been afraid to return there, 
because of threats against Chinese. I do not know of any Chinese being at Tacoma who 
came into the United States illegally. I know by sight many of the persons in Tacoma 
who participated in the acts by the mob, and I know the names of some of them.

N.W. Gow [Chinese signature]

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of May A.D. 1886
L.C. Gilman
Notary Public in and for Washington Territory
(page 42)
[Affidavit of]
N.W. Gow 
No. 5

In the matter of the expulsion of the Chinese from Tacoma W.T.



(page 43)
State of Oregon
City of Portland, County of Multnomah

N.W. Gow (late?) of Tacoma, Washington Territory now of said city Portland, being first 
solemnly sworn according to law, when oath says.

I am a native born subject of the Chinese Empire and am thirty two years of age. I have 
been in the United States12 years and can speak and write in English. I am the identical 
party who has already made a statement under oath as to the claim of the firm of Sun 
Chong Co, of which I am a member.

I saw Mayor Weisbach a number of times on the 3rd of November, 1885 in the 
crowd who were driving the Chinamen from their houses in Tacoma on that day. I went 
to his store a little after hand and asked him to protect me - and my store. He told me 
the crowd would not hurt me, that I will be safe, but the Chinese must go. After some 
persuasion he gave me the paper marked Exhibit A. Which I had him write and sign. It 
was when he gave me the paper, he said “ I would be safe. M. H. O. Ball, who was 
nearly opposite to where my store was, was with me to Weisbach’s store. M. Ball asked 
the Mayor “Why he did not protect the Chinamen?” He abused M. Ball, he said “The 
Chinamen have to go, and he could not help it.” One of the men own the store at the 
time was very 
(page 44)
mad at M. Ball, and was going to fight him because he was friendly to the Chinese. I 
have already sworn to my claims for losses that day.

Sworn and subscribed before me the Fourteenth day of June 1886 
Charles H. Woodward
Notary Public
Multnomah County
State of Oregon

(Exhibit “A”)

Tacoma November 3, 1885

Bearer of this (?) John W. Gow wants to gather his men and I ask all (?) citizen to assist 
and protect him.
R.J. Weisbach
Mayor
(page 45)
Affidavit of N.W. Gow
No. 51/2
In the matter of the expulsion of the Chinese from Tacoma

Transcribed by Cesare Bigolin



TAK NAM
(page 46)
State of Oregon
County of Multnomah
City of Portland 

Tak Nam (late?) of Tacoma, Washington Territory, now of Portland in the State of 
Oregon having first been solemnly sworn according to law upon oath declares:
I am a native born subject of China, aged fifty-four years. I first came to United States 
arriving at San Francisco in 1852 where I remained until I came to Portland in 1865. I 
was in business in Portland till 1876 when I removed to Tacoma. Just after going to 
tacoma, I went in to partnership with Lum May under the firm name of Sam Hing + Co. 
We continued business at Tacoma until November 3d, 1886 (Typo). When the Chinese 
were driven out of Tacoma. We had a very large business, dealing in China goods, 
Teas, Rice, Medicinal supplies, and contracted Chinese Labor. Our store was on 
Railroad street north of south ninth street. It was built on leased ground for which we 
paid a monthly rent in advance of Thirty Dollars. It was fifty feet deep. Our store which 
was new and built for the business, cost us Fourteen hundred Dollars. Our lease was 
for five years and about one year had expired. The store was worth to us at least fifty 
Dollars per month. Our business was completely broken up and we financially ruined by 
being driven off, without being allowed to remove out stock then hand I have not the 
details of our business, or our books to refer to, here, but our losses and damages 
footed up to something over Fourteen Thousand Dollars, and the claim has 
(page 47)
therefore been filed with Governor Squire and with the China Consul at San Francisco. 
Sworn to by my partner Lum May. I desire to refer to said started claim and to have it 
considered as part of this statement. At that time (Nov. 3. 1885) we had about one 
hundred and fifty China Laborers contracted out, all of whom had to leave and since 
then have been unemployed, until a few weeks ago, some got work on the Columbia 
river Fisheries. We lost $1 per month per man on these laborers, besides the amounts 
due to us for outfit, supplies & charged upon our Books at $6200, which was secured to 
us, out of the wage of these laborers which passed through our hands. Our interest in 



the contracts, and these Bills due to us were a dead loss, and we had some expense 
and trouble in regard to these contracts being stopped.

On the morning of the 3d of November, 1885, a proud of several hundred white 
persons came to our store and broke open the door, and many of them rushed in, I 
remember Jacob Ralph being inside. They were angry and excited. They roughly caught 
hold of one of the Chinamen and shoved him out the door on to the street. They 
handled some roughly, but I did not see them strike any one in the store. In the crowd of 
(these?) I know I saw Mayor Weisbach, Sheriff Byrd, Mr. Jacob Ralph. There were a 
good many faces I knew, but I did not know the names. I did not speak to Mayor 
Weisbach at that time. The crowd told me, when I asked for time to close up our 
business, and get our goods safe “All the Chinese, 
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you must go, every one”. I begged them to leave me remain a few days to settle our 
business. They said “Take your goods and go.” “You had notice on the 9th October to 
leave before 1st of November, and that time is up,” you’ve had time enough to get 
ready.” They would listen to nothing but told us to be ready at 2 o’clock in the afternoon. 
When they would carry away our goods. The white men acted excited and rough, they 
shoved us about and were very mad. After telling us to be ready at 2 o’clock, they left, 
saying that they would be back at that time with wagons, and to put out the goods and 
furniture. About 2 o’clock the crowd came back with wagons. I was driven out from my 
sore and home along with other Chinamen, those who held back were pushed along. 
The crowd who drove us out numbered severe hundred. Some had clubs, some had 
poles and they used those to drive us like as many hogs, if any of us went slow or 
stopped. I saw several guns among the crowd, some exhibited pistols, others had clubs 
or big sticks. I was very much afraid. We were obliged to walk out to Lake View Station 
on the Railroad, where er staid all night in a drenching rain without any shelter. The next 
morning I went on the train to Portland. There were about one hundred who had enough 
money to get to Portland on the train. The rest started walking to Portland. I cannot 
swear what white men went with us to Lake View. I was a 
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frightened and excited. I remember (Rev?) Everett, who keeps a Salon at corner of 
Railroad Street near our store. 
There were two Chinamen died from exposure of the crowd driven away from Tacoma, 
before reaching Portland. One of them was named [missing name] the other man, I do 
not remember the name of.

Sworn and subscribed before me this fifteenth day of June, 1886.
Charles H. Woodward
Notary Public
Multnomah County
State of Oregon

Affidavit of Tak Nam No.6
In the matter of the Expulsion of the Chinese from Tacoma W.T.
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